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ENGROSSED SENATE BI LL 5661

State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2011 Regul ar Session
By Senators Nel son, Pridenore, Swecker, White, Mrton, and Fain

Read first tine 02/03/11. Referred to Commttee on Natural Resources
& Marine Wat er s.

AN ACT Relating to derelict fishing gear; amending RCW 77.12. 870;
and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that derelict
fishing gear poses a serious threat to human life, the health of the
state's marine and freshwater ecosystens, and nunerous species of
birds, fish, marine manmmls, and shellfish. Derelict fishing gear
entraps and kills for decades and threatens endangered species,
including federal endangered species act-listed salnon, steelhead,

Puget Sound rockfish, green sturgeon, and nmarbled nurrelet. |In Puget
Sound, estimates from the Northwest straits initiative indicate that
derelict comercial fishing nets were Kkilling approximtely one

t housand two hundred nmarine mammals, twenty-one thousand birds, and
si xty-seven thousand fish per year.

(2) The legislature further finds that while significant progress
has been made to renobve historic accunul ations of |ost and abandoned
comercial fishing nets in Puget Sound, reforns are needed to stemthe
ongoi ng accunul ation of comercial fishing nets and commercial and
recreational shellfish pots in both marine and freshwat er environnents.
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VWiile the Northwest straits initiative received a one-tinme federal
grant of over four mllion five hundred thousand dollars to renove high
priority derelict fishing nets fromPuget Sound, no | ong-termsource of
funding is currently available for the continued renoval of derelict
fishing nets or the renoval of an estimated twel ve thousand derelict
shell fish pots. Insufficient funding and information is available to
confirmand quantify the likely presence of derelict fishing gear in
other state waters. These and other factors increase the need for a
mandatory reporting systemto quantify ongoi ng accunul ati ons of |ost or
abandoned commercial fishing nets and recreational or comrercial
shel | fish pots.

(3) The legislature further finds that the departnment of fish and
wildlife is working cooperatively with the departnent of natural
resources and the Northwest straits initiative to maintain a statew de
dat abase of derelict fishing gear. However, despite recent known
i nstances of commercial fishing net |osses, only two reports of | ost
commercial fishing nets have been nade by fishers to the departnent of
fish and wildlife database under the current voluntary reporting system
since its inception in 2003.

(4) The legislature further finds that instituting a mandatory
reporting requirenment for persons who |ose or abandon commerci al
fishing nets will help prevent continued accunul ati ons, |ead to pronpt
removal , and better allow state and federal authorities to estimate the
i npacts. The departnment of fish and wildlife is also encouraged to
provide recreational and comercial shellfish pot users wth the
opportunity to report lost shellfish pots through existing catch
reporting nechani snms. The departnment of fish and wildlife should rely
upon existing authorities to fornmulate any rules necessary to ensure
conpliance wth mandatory reporting requirenents for derelict
commercial fishing nets and encourage maxinmum participation in
reporting |lost shellfish pots.

Sec. 2. RCW77.12.870 and 2010 ¢ 193 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnent, in partnership with the Northwest straits
conm ssi on, the departnent of natural resources, and other interested
parties, nust create and ensure the mai ntenance of a database of known

ESB 5661 p. 2



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

derelict fishing gear and shellfish pots, including the type of gear
and its |l ocation.

(2) A person who | oses or abandons commercial net fishing gear ((er
sheHf+sh—pots)) within the waters of the state is ((enrcoeuraged))
required to report the location of the loss and the type of gear | ost
to the departnment within ((ferty—eight)) twenty-four hours of the | oss.

(3) A person who | oses or abandons shellfish pots within the waters
of the state is encouraged to report the |ocation of the loss and the
type of gear lost to the departnent.

~-- END ---
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